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	   The	  Weber	  State	  University	  (WSU)	  Department	  of	  Health	  Sciences	  was	  proud	  to	  
showcase	  its	  program	  as	  part	  of	  a	  formal	  institutional	  program	  review.	  The	  Department	  of	  
Health	  Sciences	  maintains	  a	  high	  quality	  program	  that	  focuses	  on	  qualified	  faculty,	  well-‐
designed	  curriculum,	  organization,	  efficient	  delivery,	  and	  multiple	  levels	  of	  assessment.	  
The	  program	  would	  also	  like	  to	  acknowledge	  the	  qualified	  reviewers	  and	  their	  valuable	  
expertise	  provided	  in	  this	  process.	  	  	  
	  
	   One	  of	  the	  main	  missions	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  Health	  Sciences	  (HTHS)	  is	  to	  provide	  
the	  foundational	  courses	  for	  successful	  completion	  and	  acceptance	  to	  the	  programs	  within	  
the	  Dumke	  College	  of	  Health	  Professions.	  In	  addition,	  the	  HTHS	  program	  provides	  the	  
opportunity	  for	  students	  to	  earn	  a	  valuable	  Associate	  of	  Science	  degree	  as	  they	  complete	  
their	  general	  education	  courses	  and	  seek	  admission	  into	  other	  various	  Health	  Professions	  
programs.	  To	  assist	  students	  with	  timely	  completion	  of	  their	  education,	  HTHS	  maintains	  
the	  high	  standards	  established	  by	  the	  university	  to	  provide	  life	  science	  



due	  to	  the	  high	  volume	  of	  students	  and	  instructors,	  but	  they	  perform	  at	  a	  level	  that	  exceeds	  
expectations.	  	  	  

	  
The	  review	  committee	  identified	  three	  areas	  that	  should	  be	  addressed	  by	  the	  

department.	  The	  first	  was	  the	  lack	  of	  physical	  space.	  The	  HTHS	  department	  works	  with	  a	  
very	  large	  population	  of	  WSU	  students;	  lecture	  sections	  of	  a	  given	  course	  can	  house	  over	  
400	  registered	  students	  at	  a	  time,	  but	  the	  lab	  space	  only	  allows	  30	  students	  to	  participate	  
at	  a	  time.	  This	  requires	  the	  department	  to	  hold	  18-‐20,	  two-‐hour	  lab	  sessions	  per	  week.	  
Although	  the	  lab	  space	  can	  seat	  30	  students,	  providing	  efficient	  and	  successful	  hands-‐on	  
activities	  and	  experiences	  with	  cadaver	  materials	  can	  be	  a	  challenge.	  The	  college	  and	  
university	  should	  continue	  to	  look	  for	  funding	  sources	  to	  assist	  in	  the	  increase	  of	  physical	  
space	  for	  the	  College	  of	  Health	  Professions	  as	  program	  needs	  continue	  to	  grow.	  	  	  

	  
To	  further	  assist	  with	  the	  space	  limitations,	  the	  department	  was	  encouraged	  by	  the	  

program	  review	  committee	  to	  hire	  laboratory	  aides	  to	  assist	  the	  lab	  instructors	  and	  to	  help	  
with	  laboratory	  session	  efficiency.	  These	  individuals	  will	  primarily	  aide	  lab	  instructors	  
with	  classroom	  activities	  and	  assignments.	  The	  department	  will	  petition	  the	  Dean	  for	  
additional	  instructional	  wages	  to	  help	  meet	  this	  need.	  Qualified	  lab	  aides	  will	  be	  recruited	  
from	  the	  junior	  and	  senior	  classes	  of	  the	  Health	  Professions	  programs.	  	  	  

	  
A	  second	  concern	  addressed	  by	  the	  committee	  and	  the	  Department	  of	  Health	  


