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Sociology 3270: Criminology
Weber State University, Fall 2013

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:30 — 11:45 am
SS 44

Course overview

What is crime? How do we define it, measure it, explain it, and fight it? This course
considers criminology — the scientific study of crime. While we often see crime as a
straightforward matter of what is against the law and handled by the criminal justice system,
sociological explanations involve complex historical, cultural, political, racial and gendered
explanations. Thus


https://canvas.weber.edu/




Reading and lecture schedule

WEEK ONE: What is crime?
(August 27, 29)

Part I: Marx

WEEK TWO: Marxist criminology
(September 3, 5)

e “Crime Control in America: Nothing Succeeds Like Failure” (Reiman and Leighton, 1
pp. 11-46)

WEEK THREE: The Pyrrhic defeat theory
(September 10, 12)

e “Criminal Justice through the Looking Glass, or Winning by Losing” (Reiman and
Leighton, Introduction pp. 1-10)
» “To the Vanquished Belong the Spoils” (Reiman and Leighton, 4 pp. 177-206)

Project proposals due Thursday, September 12th,

WEEK FOUR: Crime and class
(September 17, 19)

e “ .. And the Poor Get Prison” (Reiman and Leighton, 3 pp. 118-176)

WEEK FIVE: Example — the war on drugs
(September 24, 26)

Film: The House I Live In

WEEK SIX: Class project
(October 1, 3)

Part One of class project due in class Thursday, October 3rd.

Part Il: Foucault

WEEK SEVEN: An introduction to Foucault
(October 8, 10)

e “Michel Foucault” (Scott McGaha, ONLINE or here:
http://www.criminology.fsu.edu/crimtheory/foucault.htm)
e “A'Word About Foucault” (Reiman and Leighton, pp. 49-51)



http://www.criminology.fsu.edu/crimtheory/foucault.htm

WEEK EIGHT: Lumpen abuse
(October 15, 17)

e “Introduction: A Theory of Abuse” (Bourgois and Schonberg, pp. 1-23)
e “Chapter 1: Intimate Apartheid” (Bourgois and Schonberg, pp. 24-45)

WEEK NINE: Survival
(October 22, 24)

» “Chapter 5: Making Money” (Bourgois and Schonberg, pp. 146-181)

WEEK TEN: Bodies (Warning: These chapters have much rough content.)
(October 29, 31)

» “Chapter 3: A Community of Addicted Bodies” (Bourgois and Schonberg, pp. 78-115)
» “Chapter 7: Male Love” (Bourgois and Schonberg, pp. 208-239)

WEEK ELEVEN: Class project
(November 5, 7)



| Research project instructions

You will complete a research project where you answer a question of your choice. For
example, “How do murder rates vary between the United States and Canada?” or “Why do customers
use the grocery store express line when they have more than fifteen items?” When choosing a
guestion, feel free to think outside of the box — Is crime simply what is against the law?

To break the project into manageable pieces and provide you with much feedback, I have
divided it up into multiple parts that are due at different times during the semester. Late assignments
will be marked down 2 points and then 2 points for each day late.

PROPOSAL — To start, | want you to find a topic that will be the focus of your project. What
is your main research question? Also, briefly explain how your topic an example of crime,
what are attempts to control it, and what are the effects of this control. You may change your
guestion after | have approved your proposal, but you must consult with me first. (One page
— due Thursday, September 12th) (5%)



Many lands saw Zarathustra, and many peoples: thus he discovered the good and bad of many
peoples. No greater power did Zarathustra find on earth than good and bad.

No people could live without first valuing; if a people will maintain itself, however, it must not value
as its neighbour valueth.

Much that passed for good with one people was regarded with scorn and contempt by another: thus
| found it. Much found I here called bad, which was there decked with purple honours.

Never did the one neighbour understand the other: ever did his soul marvel at his neighbour's
delusion and wickedness.

— Friedrich Nietzsche —



