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Grading scale for course performance: 
A = 100-93% A- = 92-90% 
B+ = 89-87% B = 86-83% B-  = 82-80% 
C+ = 79-77% C = 76-73% C- = 72-70% 
D+ = 69-67% D = 66-63% D- = 62-60% 
E < 59% 

 
 

 

CLASS POLICY 
 
1. Attendance 
Attendance is integral to your performance. Therefore, if you do not meet the requirement for minimum 80% 
attendance (if you missed more than 20% of classes), each additional absence will reduce your final grade by 

http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/taking-notes-by-hand-benefits-recall-researchers-find/51411
http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop?utm_name=share-button&utm_content=buffer8927c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.weber.edu/ppm/Policies/6-22_StudentCode.html


Class Schedule 
(Mark your assigned article to lead discussion on the right) 

 
Week 1   
T 8/30  Syllabus and introductions: What to expect from this semester; a short review of classical 

 theories. 
 
H 9/1 Which theories are “contemporary” and who are the theorists behind them? 
 Read: Syllabus and Ch. 1; Navigating contemporary social theory and semester organization 
  
Week 2  Structural Functionalism—Macro Systems and Micro Roles 
T 9/6 Read: Ch. 2 Parsons (20-35) and Merton (pp. 54-59) 
 Pair-work on Parsons and Merton questions 
  
H 9/8 Read: (Parsons) “Sex Roles in the American Kinship System”  _______________ 
  (Merton) “Social Structure and Anomie”     _______________  



 
Week 7  Phenomenology and Ethnomethodology: The Socially Constructed Reality 
T 10/11 Read: Ch. 6 Schutz (pp. 262-270) and Berger & Luckmann (pp. 277-284) 
 (B & L) “The Social Construction of Reality”     _______________ 
 Schutz and Berger & Luckmann questions due at midnight 
   
H 10/13  Read: Ch. 6 Garfinkel (pp. 296-302) and 
  “Studies in Ethnomethodology”      _______________ 
  Discussion on Schutz and Berger & Luckman questions 
 Midterm exam due in class 
 
Week 8 Feminist and Gender Theories  
T 10/18 Read: Ch. 7 Intro and Smith (pp. 313-324) and Hill Collins (pp. 332-336)  
 (Smith) “Everyday World as Problematic”     _______________  
   
H 10/20  Read: Ch. 7 Chodorow (pp. 346-351)  

(Hill Collins) “Black Feminist Thought”     _______________ 
  (Chodorow) “The Reproduction of Mothering”   _______________ 
  
Week 9 Feminism/gender theories and the move toward postmodernism 




