
SOC 4030: CONTEMPORARY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY 
 

CRN 21929 – Fall 2016 
T/Th 9:00-10:15 AM – SS113 
Marjukka Ollilainen, Ph.D. 

 
Contact information 
Office: SS116/ Office hours: M/W 9:00-10:00 AM, T/H 10:30-11:30 AM or by appointment 
Contact: (801) 626-6238/ mollilainen@weber.edu  
 
Course Description 
This course introduces the contemporary theories in sociology and the lives of the contemporary theorists. We will 
explore how sociological theories have developed after the classical era and focus on, for example, how the 
“canon” of Marx, Weber, and Durkheim has shaped contemporary theorizing, while new societal conditions have 
called for new theoretical approaches. Much like the classical theorists, the contemporary social thinkers grappled 
with the burning questions of their own time (the late-20th century). They attempted to understand the operations 
and outcomes of modernity and the postmodern society that followed. For example, they focused on the social 
unrest of the 1960s, the women’s movement, the identity politics based on race and ethnicity, and the emergence 
of mass media and global culture. Their ideas help us understand the key social processes that occurred in the 
post-war era, where the once heavily industrial



Course Format 

mailto:mollilainen@weber.edu


Grading scale for course performance: 
A = 100-93% A- = 92-90% 
B+ = 89-87% B = 86-83% B-  = 82-80% 
C+ = 79-77% C = 76-73% C- = 72-70% 
D+ = 69-67% D = 66-63% D- = 62-60% 
E < 59% 

 
 

 

CLASS POLICY 
 
1. Attendance 
Attendance is integral to your performance. Therefore, if you do not meet the requirement for minimum 80% 
attendance (if you missed more than 20% of classes), each additional absence will reduce your final grade by 

http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/taking-notes-by-hand-benefits-recall-researchers-find/51411
http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop?utm_name=share-button&utm_content=buffer8927c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.weber.edu/ppm/Policies/6-22_StudentCode.html


Class Schedule 
(Mark your assigned article to lead discussion on the right) 

 
Week 1   
T 8/30  Syllabus and introductions: What to expect from this semester; a short review of classical 

 theories. 
 
H 9/1 Which theories are “contemporary” and who are the theorists behind them? 
 Read: Syllabus and Ch. 1; Navigating contemporary social theory and semester organization 
  
Week 2  Structural Functionalism—Macro Systems and Micro Roles 
T 9/6 Read: Ch. 2 Parsons (20-35) and Merton (pp. 54-59) 
 Pair-work on Parsons and Merton questions 
  
H 9/8 Read: (Parsons) “Sex Roles in the American Kinship System”  _______________ 
  (Merton) “Social Structure and Anomie”     _______________  



 
Week 7  Phenomenology and Ethnomethodology: The Socially Constructed Reality 
T 10/11 Read: Ch. 6 Schutz (pp. 262-270) and Berger & Luckmann (pp. 277-284) 
 (B & L) “The Social Construction of Reality”     _______________ 
 Schutz and Berger & Luckmann questions due at midnight 
   
H 10/13  Read: Ch. 6 Garfinkel (pp. 296-302) and 
  “Studies in Ethnomethodology”      _______________ 
  Discussion on Schutz and Berger & Luckman questions 
 Midterm exam due in class 
 
Week 8 Feminist and Gender Theories  
T 10/18 Read: Ch. 7 Intro and Smith (pp. 313-324) and Hill Collins (pp. 332-336)  
 (Smith) “Everyday World as Problematic”     _______________  
   
H 10/20  Read: Ch. 7 Chodorow (pp. 346-351)  

(Hill Collins) “Black Feminist Thought”     _______________ 
  (Chodorow) “The Reproduction of Mothering”   _______________ 
  
Week 9 Feminism/gender theories and the move toward postmodernism 




